The efficacy and safety of the endoscopic laser therapy for eradication of early cancer in the stomach was revaluated in fourty-eight patients. In 37 of the 42 patients (88%) treated with the laser therapy alone, the procedure was effective and the complete eradication was confirmed at the end of the 
Introduction
Since the introduction of the laser to the gastro intestinal endoscopy, the usefulness of endoscopic laser therapy for the small lesions in the gastrointestinal tract had been widely accepted. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] Endoscopic laser therapy had been the useful way to treat the early cancer of the stomach in Japan1-4 where the incidence of the gastric cancer was extremely high compared with USA and Europe.
But the endoscopic mucosal resection is now the main method for the endoscopic treatment because the specimens resected by this method could be assessed exactly for the histopathological examination.
In the present study, we revaluated the usefulness of the laser therapy for the treatment of the early gastric cancer as the combined method with the mucosal resection therapy. In the endoscopic laser therapy, we used PENTAX YAG laser SLY-1 with contact and non-contact ir radiation ( gastric cancer is shown in Figure 1 . In fourty-two patients treated with the laser therapy alone, the procedure was effective and the complete eradication was confirmed in 25 patients at the end of the follow-up period. Three patients underwent surgical operation, but no residual cancer cells were revealed in the surgical specimens. In 7 of 14 patients with the incomplete treatment, residual cancer cells were successfully removed by the repeated the laser therapy. None of the patients died of gastric cancer. Two died of unrelated disorders and autopsy demonstrated no residual cancer cells in the stomach tissues. Thus, the laser therapy was useful to eradicate the cancer tissues in 37 of 42 patients (88%) with the early gastric cancer. Although the endoscopic laser therapy is expensive, this therapy had been the useful method to eradicate the early cancer of the stomach in Japan where the incidence of the gastric cancer was extremely high. Recently the endoscopic laser therapy is replaced by the endoscopic mucosal resection which has been established for the last few years. Now the endoscopic mucosal resection is the main method for the endoscopic treatment of early gastric cancer or atypical epithelium (ATP) because the resected specimens could be assessed for the histopathological examination and the cost of this procedure is inexpensive. However, recent studies 6-10 have revealed that the endoscopic mucosal resection has several disadvantages and limitations as shown in Table 3 . The lesions in the posterior wall or the lesser curvature of the gastric body portion are not so easily resected with the mucosal resection therapy. The cancers associated with the fibrosis in the submucosal layer are also hard to be eradicated by the mucosal resection. 
